
 
 

 
May 29, 2020 
 
 
Dear Saints, 
 
This email is to follow up our recent announcement to you sharing that Session 
has decided to resume worship at our building this Lord’s Day, May 31.  The 
decision takes note of our President’s announcement last week with CDC 
guidelines along with our Governor’s Monday pronouncement this week with 
rules and restrictions to follow.   
 
We will highlight some details below, but please also give some time to review 
the following as our main references: 
 

1) The Center for Disease Control’s (CDC) suggested guidelines on returning 
to worship as cited by the White House related to our President’s 
pronouncement to begin worshipping in our buildings again: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/faith-based.html 

2) Our California Governor’s requirements, restrictions, and suggestions for 
beginning to worship in our buildings again: 

a. https://www.kpbs.org/news/2020/may/25/california-governor-
issues-guidelines-churches-ope/ 

b. https://covid19.ca.gov/pdf/guidance-places-of-worship.pdf 
 
We will all need patience and forbearance as we transition back into things.  It 
will not be exactly what we are used to, but it will be good to get back to worship 
and fellowship in the building together for those who can while hopefully making 
the webcast still available to others for now to still remotely participate with us 
(we will need to use our cellular data to broadcast from our phones since we do 
not have wifi at the church, and while it worked good last Lord’s Day morning it 
did not work well last Lord’s Day evening so please pray for no more technical 
problems). 
 



With the above links to state and federal requirements and guidelines, please 
see the following expectations and practices for our church as decided and 
directed by Session: 
 

1) Until we reach 35 people in attendance we meet the restriction of 25 
percent building capacity for maximum occupancy at this time (things are 
to be reviewed after 21 days by the County); pray we do get some visitors 
as we are able to receive them (with the same requirements and 
facemasks available). 

2) As far as we are able to discern our County Public Health Department has 
approved of (or at least has not forbidden) religious services per the 
State’s restrictions. 

3) We have assigned and marked off seating for all our members.  Please 
see the attached diagram Deacon Renner put together.  The arrangement 
puts one pew in between each family.  We have marked off with tape 
every other pew also for visitors into the balcony.  We also have removed 
some seating in the cry room.  When you sit in your pew, please also 
consider staggering your seating (if some are only on the right in the pew 
two pews ahead of you, it might be prudent for you also to sit on the left 
side of your pew if you do not use the entire pew for instance).  Rachel will 
sit in the very front to broadcast the worship service. 

4) Please remain six feet away from one another while entering and exiting 
the building as well as during any fellowship outside in the lawn (the only 
place non-worship congregating will be allowed for now).  We have used 
tape to make six feet markers in the sanctuary and fireside room, as well 
as arrow markers to enter the sanctuary through the back doors and exit 
through the front door (to the right of the pulpit when facing forward). 

5) We have assigned and labeled seating in the fireside room to celebrate 
the Lord’s Supper.  Families will be seated together in tables or pews 
spaced from one another. I will administer near the Ping-Pong table (with 
a small sound system to ensure all can hear easily) but more than six feet 
from the bread and wine on a table between us.  I will not touch the bread 
or wine you will consume (I will use my own next to me for administering 
the service). The elders will wear masks and gloves and serve each of you 
individually your bread with tongs and hand you each individually your cup 
of wine (which you can leave on the table).  We will prepare the elements 
wearing gloves and masks and they will be covered until we administer 
the Lord’s Supper.  I will not wear a ask while leading worship and the 
Supper. 

6) Please plan not to shake hands, hug, etc., and maintain social distancing 
before and after (and of course during) worship.  Please plan to wear your 
facemasks while you are in the building before and after worship.  All who 
wishes to leave their masks on are of course welcome to do so. We will 
not require wearing facemasks during worship (and have distanced 
seating to make that reasonable to do).  While you are in the front yard so 
long as you maintain six feet distancing you are not required to wear a 



facemask though it may be best to do so (for prudence and a witness to 
those passing by). 

7) To shorten services, we will have a brief call to worship Scripture selection 
(not a weekly Psalm divided in both services), we will not have the first 
Psalm sing nor the pastoral prayer, we will have only brief comments on 
the Scripture readings, and sermons will for now be topical and briefer 
than exegetical may always allow (especially the next section on the Olivet 
Discourse!). We also will not read through or comment on the quote of the 
week (but we will still provide it in the bulletin). 

8) We only will have 10:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. worship services.  There will 
not yet be Sabbath School nor Wednesday night services.  Also, we will 
postpone the teaching and memorization time in the evening (normally 
before the Lord’s Supper) and we will not have food and fellowship after 
the Lord’s Supper for now. 

9) We have put away all toys in the cry room and fireside room.  All buildings 
other than the sanctuary and fireside room and their bathrooms will be off 
limits for the public.  Please bring your own toys or books that help your 
children be quiet during worship and bring them home afterward. 

10) We have removed the cushions from the pews for now to limit potential 
droplet collection and to make it easier to sanitize the pews afterward. 

11) We will have hand sanitizer available at the entrances/exits of both 
buildings being used. 

12) We will keep the doors in the back and front open before and after worship 
to circulate fresh air.  We also will have the windows in the fireside room 
open during the Lord’s Supper. 

13) After worship, please do not remain in the sanctuary or fireside room but 
socialize outside in the front yard maintaining at least a six feet distance 
between one another. 

14) No coffee or drinks will be available and the drinking fountain will be 
covered.  Bring your own water or other beverages (though we ask to 
refrain from drinking during worship). 

15) All Bibles and psalters have been removed from the pews (and all pews 
have been sanitized).  Please bring your own Bibles and Psalters.  Please 
go to our “services” page on our website (puritanchurch.com) to download 
on your phones or Ipads/tablets or print the weekly bulletin to bring with 
you to worship (we will not provide them other than a few for those without 
such tools).  The bulletin will be up by early Sabbath morning at the latest 
(as it always is).  You might also acquire the free 1650 Scottish (Split Leaf) 
Psalter app on your smart phones and Ipads/tablets to be able to access 
the Psalms conveniently that way for worship; this app also provides audio 
tunes to choose and play for learning them. 

16) Please park with at least one parking space in between your car and any 
other cars (every other space should be used and no two vehicles should 
be adjacent to each other). 



17) We will still sing Psalms in worship, though we will sing one less per 
service.  We will not have responsive readings (I’ll read all of our Scripture 
readings now).   

18) We are posting signage in all the buildings and bathrooms that will be 
accessible from the CDC related to how to be careful to not spread the 
coronavirus and also how to recognize symptoms. 

19) We will update our website and phone machine to announce these 
changes for any potential visitors. 

20) We will provide the same links above as well as links to the educational 
flyers and to videos provided by the CDC on our website. 

21) If you will be attending worship in the building you may leave your tithes 
and offerings in the boxes on the walls again.  The Renners will be the 
only collectors and counters for now.  If you will refrain from worshipping 
with us in the building for now (taking advantage of our live webcast to join 
us) please continue to mail your tithes and gifts to Deacon Renner at his 
home address.  Praise the Lord that our second quarter budget as we 
enter its third month is surprisingly strong! 

22) Ushering will be done for now by Elder Maxwell due to he only being 
available. 

23) If you have determined that you have the coronavirus please stay home 
for the length of time determined by the government to be sure you are no 
longer contagious (and let us know if we can serve you in any way). If you 
have been exposed to someone who tested positive for the coronavirus 
please do not come to church until you have had a test to rule out being a 
carrier who could contaminate your brethren (especially mindful that most 
of our brethren are in the higher at risk category). 

 
Please pray that we will be a good witness to the world, a blessing to one 
another, and glorify God in all of this as we try and lead us all in best serving 
according to the Word and its principles related to both spheres of life (Church 
and State) both under Christ while making progress as meager as it may seem 
and continuing to seek to be careful, submissive, and patient to preserve and 
protect the lives of our brethren (and citizens) while waiting on God’s providence. 
 
Let me also share to encourage you that God has used this situation to make 
connections and influences in encouraging ways through our live webcasts that 
have served saints in many states and seven countries (based upon feedback by 
some who have gotten in touch with us).  This includes a Puritan Reformed 
Theological Seminary M.Div. grad now finishing his D.Min. at another seminary 
who wanted to try and intern with us (we couldn’t work it out but were open to it 
with several conference calls) and is seriously considering joining the RPCGA as 
a result of learning about us (through an Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals 
email that promoted member church live webcasts during the pandemic).  We 
also have introduced him to some of our other ministry friends/possibilities in 
parts of the world where he is originally from. 
 



I also wish to thank Deacon and Mrs. Renner and Elder and Mrs. Maxwell for all 
their work to get the buildings ready for our use together as we return. 
 
If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions, please do not hesitate to 
contact me or your elders via email, text, phone, or mail. 
 
For Christ and His Kingdom, 
 
Pastor Grant 
 
PS:  A reminder that this article we provided for Reformation21.org would still be 
a good reference for why we are trying to heed the guidelines and regulations of 
our State Governor (rather than ignore them or participate in lawsuits against 
him):  https://www.reformation21.org/blog/submit-to-the-government-serving-god-
to-save-lives 
 


