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Collected Thoughts on The Manner of Direct Preaching with Fire and Heat, 
In Response to Objections On Occasion Over the Years Against it in Our Pulpit,  

With a Few Important Disclaimers Included 
 

Besides reading through the myriad seasoned insights below, please also listen to the following sermons 
at http://www.sermonaudio.com/puritanchurch: “Preachers Must PREACH” (on Westminster Larger 
Catechism 159, “How is the word of God to be preached by those that are called thereunto?” with Acts 
18:24-28 as its focused text) and “Be Good Listeners” (on Westminster Larger Catechism 160, “What is 
required of those that hear the word preached?”, with Luke 8:1-18 as its focused text). See also 
http://puritanchurch.com/about-2/light-and-heat/, describing the meaning of our logo.  It includes these 
quotes from Dr. Bruce Bickel’s Light and Heat: the Puritan View of the Pulpit: 

• “The Puritan’s concern was light and heat–light from the pure Word of God to penetrate the 
darkness of the heart and soul of the hearer, heat from the pathos and passion of the heart and soul 
of the preacher to bring about conviction.” 

• “Puritanism grew out of three central concepts: the New Testament pattern of personal piety, sound 
doctrine, and properly ordered church life … Genuine godliness is the child of the royal marriage of 
truth with grace, and the godly Puritan was a child of both parents.” 

 
Henry Krabbendum, “Worship and Preaching” in Worship in the Presence of God:  

• “Preaching is: … the authoritative … communication of God’s truth … through the personality of 
human instruments … in … imaginative and persuasive fashion …” 

• “The hearers are not the jury that must give a mental or oral verdict. They are the accused that need to 
bow before God and cast themselves upon mercy alone.  In discriminating preaching the preacher goes 
after the rebel heart of man.”  

• “In applicatory preaching the preacher sensitizes the hearts of his audience as to their lifestyle.” 
 
R.C. Sproul, Truths We Confess: A Layman’s Guide to the Westminster Confession of Faith, Vol. 3:  
“We soften the gospel in our day … People are ‘invited’ to come to Christ.  That was not how the 
apostles did it.  An invitation is something that can be politely declined with impunity.  But a command 
cannot be declined with impunity.  Paul said that God commands everyone, everywhere, to repent.  We 
decline that command at our own peril.” 
 
Thomas Watson, Beatitudes: An exposition of Matthew 5:1-12 (London: Banner of Truth Trust, 
1971): 

• “Ministers must not only be ‘pastores’, but ‘proeliatores’ [Fighters, warriors].” 
• “Many sit and stare the minister in the face, yet scare know a word he says ... It being thus, 

ministers who are called ‘sons of thunder’ had need often ascend the mount and ‘lift up their 
voice like a trumpet’ (Isaiah 58:1) that the deaf ear may be syringed and unstopped, and may hear 
‘what the Spirit saith unto the churches’ (Revelation 2:7) ... The ministers of Christ therefore 
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must be frequently brandishing the sword of the Spirit and striking at men’s sins, that, if possible, 
they may at last pierce the heart of stone.” 

• “The minister’s work is to preach against men’s sins which are as dear to them as their right eye, 
and they cannot endure this.  Every man’s sin is his king to which he yields love and subjection ... 
Therefore Satan raises his militia, all the force and power of hell against the ministry.” 

• “ ... what a work the ministry is; though full of dignity, yet full of danger ... It is not possible 
(says Luther) to be a faithful preacher and not to meet with trials and oppositions ... Most deal 
with their ministers as Israel did with Moses.” 

 
William Perkins, The Art of Prophesying and The Calling of the Ministry: 
Forward by Sinclair Ferguson: Perkins believed that preaching should ‘rip up the hearts’ of those who 
heard it; but by the same token he saw the preacher as a spiritual apothecary whose knowledge of 
biblical remedies enabled him to bathe the wounds and heal the spiritual sicknesses of God’s people with 
the grace of Christ. 

• “ … preaching has a twofold value: (1) It is instrumental in gathering the church and bringing 
together all of the elect (2) It drives away the wolves from the folds of the Lord.”  

• “The exceptional character of the influence of Scripture lies in two things: I. Its power to 
penetrate into the spirit of man … 2. Its ability to bind the conscience …” 

• “The difficulty of obtaining deliverance until people are pricked in their heart should also be 
taught (Matt. 3:7; 19:16, 17; 23:13, 33). But when the beginning of genuine sorrow appears they 
are to be comforted with the gospel.” 

• “It is important that people do not receive comfort sooner than is appropriate.” 
• “Practical application has to do with life-style and behaviour and involves instruction and 

correction.” 
• “To preach in the demonstration of God’s Spirit is to preach with such plainness, and yet with 

such power, that even the least intellectually gifted recognize that it is not man but God himself 
who is teaching them.” 

• “In Acts, Paul says of himself that he witnessed to the Jews and to the Gentiles, ‘repentance 
toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ’ (Acts 20:21).  These words summarise the 
complete duty of a minister as a public angel or interpreter.” 

• “Both the law and the gospel much be preached; the law to give birth to repentance and the 
gospel to lead to faith.  But they must be preached in their proper order, first the law to bring 
repentance and then the gospel to work faith and forgiveness – never the other way round.” 

• “Deliver a man from hell.  This should be the aim of their preaching.” 
• “It is a worthy gift of God to be able to speak mildly and moderately so that our speech falls like dew 

upon the grass; but it is the fiery tongue that beats down sin and works sound grace in the heart.” 
 
Jay E. Adams 
Truth Applied: Application in Preaching: 

• “ … does your preaching convey the fact that the Bible is a living Book that applies to them just 
as truly as it did to the Corinthians?” 

• “ … if they are not moved to action, at least they are made to squirm!” 
• “ … preaching is truth applied …” 
• “Massilon, a famous French preacher, used to say, ‘I don’t want people leaving my church 

saying, “What a wonderful sermon—what a wonderful preacher.”  I want them to go out saying, 
“I will do something.”’” 

• “Probably more preaching in our time is hindered out of concern for what Mr. Jones will think or 
how Mrs. Smith will react to it than by any other factor.” 

• “ … begin strongly, continue vigorously, and end aggressively.” 
• “To involve people, use dialogue …” 
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• “You must learn to preach so that each listener knows you are talking to him or her.  That will 
happen only when you use language as personal as a toothbrush.  Lectures are delivered to 
masses; sermons are preached to individuals.” 

• “ … application involves two entities brought together in forceful contact: God’s truth and the 
members of your church.” 

Preaching with Purpose: 
• “Preaching that stops short of asking for change that is appropriate to the Holy Spirit’s letters to 

His church is not preaching at all; at best, it is lecturing.  The lecturer speaks about the Bible; the 
pastoral preacher speaks from the Bible about the congregation.” 

• “Too much lecturing passes for preaching.” 
• “ … the preacher’s concern is not to communicate facts but to produce change by facts …” 
• “ … in order to move others, the preacher himself must be moved.” 

“Preaching to the Heart”, in The Trinity Review, September, October, 1984: 
• “When Peter preached, great numbers repented and believed the Gospel; when Stephen preached, 

his listeners killed him. Yet both were filled with the Spirit and preached to the heart. This double 
and opposite response makes one thing clear at the outset: while preaching to the heart is a 
desirable effect brought about by the power of the Spirit, the exact nature of that effect on the 
listener may vary greatly and cannot be predicted beforehand. In either case, Spirit empowered, 
Biblical preaching strikes squarely at the heart. It elicits a response. No hearer can remain 
apathetic: He must respond. To speak of preaching to the heart, then, is to speak of preaching that 
brings a definitive response; it is preaching that evokes words and action from the listener.” 

• “ … preaching that goes to the heart genuinely affects the person. He has been hit at the very 
source of his whole life (Proverbs 4:23). He has been pierced by the preached Word where it 
counts. This does not necessarily mean that he is converted or, in the case of a believer, that he 
will repent of his sin, but it does mean that the sermon has truly hit home. That is why, whether 
the response is favorable or unfavorable, preaching that pierces the heart is preaching that elicits a 
response … It also may be said that preaching that penetrates or cuts through to the heart is 
preaching that elicits a genuine response-whether it be faith or fury. Preaching that gets through 
to the heart does not leave the listener apathetic.” 

• “Indeed, a strong Biblical case could be made that unless preaching penetrates deeply enough to 
affect the inner life, it is not preaching at all. True Biblical preaching changes people. It did in 
Bible times, and there is no reason why it will not do so today.”  

• “If there is one characteristic that typifies modern preaching, it is its insipid [lacking flavor, 
artificial], obsequious [excessive obedience to a servile degree, compliant deference or fawning to 
the audience] approach to speaking the truth. So unlike the early preachers, the Reformers, and the 
great preachers of all time, many modern Bible-believing preachers seem afraid to tell it like it is.”  

• “But it seems that in Christian circles, in particular, there is a pseudo-pious reserve or over 
sophistication in which hypersensitive listeners are horrified by anything frank in preaching. 
There is, therefore, something wrong with modern preaching and in many of those who have been 
brought up on it that must be corrected. It is basically a willingness to compromise-even God’s 
truth-which stems from a lack of boldness.” 

• “ … in the book of Acts. The preaching found there is straightforward, clear, explicit, hard-hitting, 
and-in short-bold. In fact, the only feature of apostolic preaching described in Acts is its boldness.” 

• “It was said that when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, they recognized that ‘they had 
been with Jesus’. The way some prissy Christians today look aghast at any boldness in preaching, 
you would think instead that a bold preacher had been with the devil! Most people, however, 
recognize a truly bold preacher as an unusual man and are interested in him and often in what he 
has to say.  One reason why much contemporary preaching not only fails to reach the heart, but is 
so uninteresting, is that it is timid and pale. Bold preaching is never dull.” 

• “What is boldness? The Greek word parresia means freedom in speaking, openness, willingness 
to be frank; it is plain speech that is unencumbered by fear. A bold preacher is one who has no 
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fear of speaking the truth-even when it hurts. Many ministries are hampered today simply 
because of the fear of men.” 

• “There is far too little teaching about judgment, hell, and the other doctrines on the dark side of 
the scriptural spectrum. There is too little reproving of sin. There is too little church discipline 
and confronting error, even when it is seriously affecting the membership of the church. There is 
a fear of controversy.” 

• “None of the preachers of the apostolic age who faithfully served their Lord were spared 
controversy. Who are we to escape controversy when they did not? The story of the advance of 
the church across the Mediterranean world from Jerusalem to Rome is a story of controversy. 
When the Gospel is preached boldly, there will be controversy.” 

• “Well-meaning and fearful preachers will tell you that to openly contradict the audience is a poor 
preaching tactic-especially at the beginning of a sermon! But Peter had not read the experts; he 
simply relied on the Holy Spirit and went ahead speaking the truth. To win friends and influence 
people, you are supposed to begin by gaining agreement. But Peter was more interested in the 
truth than in manipulating people by selling techniques.” 

• “You must aim not at the applause of men, but at reaching their hearts.” 
 
A.W. Pink, An Exposition of the Sermon on the Mount:  

• “Almost all of the so-called ‘ministry’ of this generation feeds pride, instead of starting the flesh; 
puffs up, rather than abases.” 

• “ ... very often the sermon or the article which is of most benefit is the one which causes us to get 
alone with God and weep before Him.” 

• “Alas, that this [Matthew 5:21-26] powerful deterrent to evil and incitement to holiness is so 
rarely made use of in our degenerate times, when little else than honey and soothing-syrup is 
being handed out from the pulpit.” 

• “Ministers of the Gospel are required to conduct their hearers to Sinai before they lead them to 
Calvary, to make known the ‘severity of God’ (Romans 11:22) as well as His goodness, to 
declare the reality and awfulness of hell as well as the blessedness of heaven; and if they do not 
so, then they are unfaithful to their trust and God will require at their hands the blood of their 
hearers.” 

• “We unhesitatingly blame the pulpit for the present sad state of affairs.  The unfaithfulness of 
preachers is very largely responsible for the lawlessness which is now so rife throughout the 
whole of Christendom.  During the last two or three generations thousands of pulpits have 
jettisoned the Divine Law, stating that it has no place in this dispensation of grace.  And thus the 
most powerful of all restraints has been removed and licence given to the lusts of the flesh ... In 
consequence, the masses of church-goers no longer fear God.  For the past fifty years the vast 
majority of pulpits have maintained a guilty silence on Eternal Punishment so that few now have 
any dread of the wrath to come ... Sickly sentimentality regulated the pulpit until it dominated the 
pew, and this evil leaven has so spread that it now permeates the whole nation ... It is at this very 
point that the true ministers of God stand out in sharp contrast with the Devil’s hirelings.  The 
latter are unregenerate men, with no fear of God in their hearts. ‘They are of the world, and the 
world heareth them’ (I John iv, 5).  They trim their sails to the winds of public opinion.  They 
accommodate their preaching to the depraved taste of their hearers.  Their utterances are 
regulated by a single motive: to please those who pay their salaries.  But the servants of Christ 
shun not to declare all the counsel of God, no matter how distasteful and displeasing it may be to 
the natural man.  They dare not corrupt the Truth and refuse to withhold any part of their God-
given message.  To glorify their Master and be faithful to the trust He has committed to them is 
their only concern.  Consequently, they share, in their measure, the treatment which was meted 
out to Him.” 

• The vast majority of those who occupy the modern pulpit, instead of using the lancet and knife 
and the Divine Law, please their unregenerate hearers with soothing syrup or anaesthetics, 
preaching smooth things to them and crying ‘Peace, peace’ when there is none.  What 
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encouragement can the thrice holy God, consistently with His honour, give to those who live 
solely for the pleasing of themselves? ... The business of God’s servants is not to bestow false 
comfort, but to slay false confidence ...” 

• Of false prophets, “There is nothing in their preaching which searches the conscience and 
renders the empty professor uneasy, nothing which humbles and causes their hearers to 
mourn before God; but rather that which puffs up, makes them pleased with themselves and 
to rest content in a false assurance.  The general characteristic of ‘false prophets’ is that they 
make vital godliness to be a less strict and easier thing than it actually is, more agreeable to 
fallen human nature, and thus they encourage the unregenerate to be satisfied with something 
which comes short of true grace ... they all agree to make the practice of piety and the 
Christian walk an easier thing than the Scriptures do, to offer salvation on cheaper terms, to 
make the gate wider and the way to heaven broader than did Christ and His apostles ... There 
is no reaching heaven except by treading the only path that leads there—the highway of 
holiness ... [Their] singling out of certain passages and then closing the eyes against others 
has wrought untold damage.”  Quotes C.H. Spurgeon: “Is there any doctrine which you 
almost think is a truth, but your friends do not believe it, and they might perhaps think you 
heretical if you were to accept it, and therefore you dare not investigate any father?  Oh, dear 
friends, let us be rid of all such dishonesty.  So much of it has got into the church that many 
will not see things that are as plain as pikestaff.  They will not see, for truth might cost them 
too dear.  They cover up and hide away some parts of Scripture which it might be awkward 
for them to understand, because of their connection with a church or their standing in a 
certain circle.” 

 
D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount: Volume One:    

• “ ... if you dislike the New Testament doctrine of sin, it simply means that you are not a 
Christian.”  

• “The essence of evangelism is to start by preaching the law; and it is because the law has not been 
preached that we have so much superficial evangelism.” 

• Self-satisfaction, smugness, and glibness are the very antithesis of the New Testament doctrine of 
holiness.” 

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, Volume Two: 
• “Many a preacher has been ruined by his congregation.  Their praise, their encouragement of him 

as a man, has almost ruined him as the messenger of God, and he has become guilty of laying up 
treasures on earth.  He tends almost unconsciously to be controlled by the desire to have his 
people’s good opinion and praise, and the moment that happens a man is laying up treasures on 
earth.” 

• “ ... if the preaching of the gospel is not practical it is not true preaching ...” 
• “That is not true preaching which fails to apply its message and its truth; nor true exposition of 

the Bible that is simply content to open up a passage and then stop.  The truth has to be taken into 
the life, and it has to be lived.  Exhortation and application are essential parts of preaching.” 

• On false prophets: “What is wrong with their teaching? ... there is no ‘straight gate’ in it, there is 
no ‘narrow way’ in it ... the falseness of which is to be detected by what it does not say rather 
than by what it does say ... The false prophet is a man who has no ‘strait gate’ or ‘narrow way’ in 
his gospel.  He has nothing which is offensive to the natural man; he pleases all ... He has such a 
nice and comfortable and comforting message.  He pleases everybody and everybody speaks well 
of him.  He is never persecuted for his preaching, he is never criticized severely ... he is praised 
by everybody ... there is none of ‘the offence of the cross’.” 

• “... every time a true prophet like Jeremiah or someone else came along, the false prophets were 
always there to question him, and to resist him, and to denounce and ridicule him ... The false 
prophet is always a very comforting preacher.  As you listen to him he always gives you the 
impression that there is not very much wrong.  He admits, of course, that there is a little; he is not 
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fool enough to say that there is nothing wrong.  But he says that all is well and will be well.  
‘Peace, peace,’ he says.  ‘Don’t listen to a man like Jeremiah,’ he cries; ‘he is narrow-minded, he 
is a heresy hunter, he is non-co-operative.  Don’t listen to him, it is all right.’ ... it never disturbs 
and never makes you feel uncomfortable ... Very comforting, very reassuring always is the false 
prophet in his sheep’s clothing; always harmless and nice, always, invariably, attractive. ... He 
never makes anyone tremble as he thinks of this holy and august Being with whom we all have to 
do.  He does not say that he does not believe these truths.  No; that is not the difficulty.  The 
difficulty with him is that he says nothing about them.  He just does not mention them at all.  ... 
He does not say things that are obviously wrong, but he refrains from saying things that are 
obviously right and true ... To conceal the truth is as reprehensible and as damnable as to 
proclaim an utter heresy ... it can lead men to destruction because it never confronted them with 
the holiness and the righteousness and the justice and the wrath of God.” 

• “The false prophet does not emphasize the absolute necessity of entering this strait gate and 
walking along this narrow way.  He does not tell us that we must practise this Sermon.  If we only 
listen to it without practicing it we are damned; if we only comment on it, without carrying it out, 
it will rise in judgment against us and condemn us.  The false teaching is not interested in true 
holiness, in biblical holiness.  It holds on to an idea of holiness such as the Pharisees had.  You 
remember that they picked out certain sins of which they were not guilty themselves, as they 
thought, and said that as long as you were not guilty of those you were all right.  Alas, how many 
Pharisees there are today!  Holiness has just become a question of not doing three or four things.  
...we have reduced holiness into something that is easy, and we crowd into that broad way and try 
to practice it. ...They offer an easy salvation, and an easy type of life always.  They discourage 
self-examination ... It does not believe in that, for that is uncomfortable.  It is an easy salvation 
and easy Christian living.  ... We do not like this kind of teaching against false prophets today.  
We are living in days when people say that, as long as a man claims to be a Christian at all, we 
should regard him as a brother and go on together.  But the reply is that our Lord said, ‘Beware of 
false prophets.’ ... I have to confess that if I had not pledged myself to preach like this through the 
Sermon on the Mount, I would never have chosen these words as a text.  I have never preached 
on it before.  I have never heard a sermon on it.  I wonder how many of you have done so?  It is 
not liked; it is unpleasant; but our business is not to choose what we like.  It is the Son of God 
who said this, and He puts it into the context of judgment and of destruction.  So, at the risk of 
causing myself to be known as a heresy hunter, or as a peculiar person who is sitting in judgment 
on his brethren and everybody else, I have tried honestly to explain the Scripture.  And I ask you 
to consider it again prayerfully in the presence of God as you value your own immortal soul and 
its eternal destiny.” 

• “The way in which a man preaches is often much more significant than what he says, because the 
way in which he speaks displays what the man really is.  A man’s methods sometimes deny the 
message that he is preaching.  A man who preaches judgment and salvation and yet laughs and 
jokes is denying his own doctrine.” 

 
Matthew Henry, Commentary on Matthew 5:27-30: “Note, [1.] It is not unbecoming of a minister of 
the Gospel to preach of hell and damnation; nay, he must do it, for Christ himself did it; and we are 
unfaithful to our trust, if we give not warning of the wrath to come.” 
 
Thomas Murphy, “Manner of Preaching”, in Pastoral Theology: The Pastor in the Various Duties of 
His Office: 

• “The slumbering conscience of unrenewed men demands the greatest fervency in the preacher.” 
• “ … to preach without earnestness, is sinful.” 
• “In each sermon we ought to deliver the message of God as if it were the last time we were to preach.” 
• “Enthusiasm is surely excusable when life and death and the souls of men and the glory of the 

Son of God are at stake … A consuming zeal is needed in this age of worldliness and shallowness 
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in religion, and at this time when the hearts of men are so desperately callous.  The great 
preachers who have made their mark upon their age have been in the highest sense enthusiasts.” 

• “Let us pray for the heart of a shepherd, for bowels of compassion.  Let us take the sufferer by the 
hand and conduct him to the Saviour.  Let us lead him to the wells of salvation.  Let us pour the 
healing balm into his bleeding heart, and assure him that there is One who sympathizes with his 
sorrows and ‘who is able to save to the uttermost all that come unto God by him.’” 

• “The end of preaching is not a good sermon, but a holy heart.  Fine sermons have nearly ruined 
good preaching.  If ministers cared more for their people and less for their own sermons, they 
would be more useful.” 

• “When the preacher’s own heart becomes inflamed with a sense of the need and the hope of men 
being converted immediately, his words will have an increased force … The heart yearning to 
glorify Christ by the immediate salvation of men is the heart which the Holy Ghost blesses.  
Where this is found the preaching must have power and efficacy.” 

• “The things of God and the soul and eternity are too solemn to be trifled with.” 
 
William Still, The Work of the Pastor: 

• “The pastor is called to feed the sheep, even if the sheep do not want to be fed.  He is certainly 
not to become an entertainer of goats.  Let goats entertain goats, and let them do it out in 
goatland.  You will certainly not turn goats into sheep by pandering to their goatishness.” 

• “Courage is the greatest lack today.” 
• “Where the Spirit of God is, there may and will be unpleasant manifestations, but there will not 

be boredom.” 
• “We are not called to make a crowd of worldly folk happy—even worldly evangelistic folk 

happy—but so to labour amongst them that, through many tribulations, discouragements and 
misunderstandings, we form a faithful people of God, however small a remnant of the total 
congregation that may be.” 

• “The product is the lives that are loving and serving Christ …” 
• “ … there will appear a nucleus of responsive souls all very imperfect … of whom several will be 

seen to be truly devoted to God, and bound together by ties of holy love.  These will honour you 
for your faithfulness to God.” 

• “In this work we must not be afraid of upset.  We must not go out of our way to create it; we 
don’t look for trouble, but seek peace.  But if we are going to be faithful to God and to men, there 
will be upset.” 

• “I think that a preacher must show what he is, more and more, in his preaching … if his preaching 
is not to be a ‘performance’ … he must see to it that his whole personality is poured into it.” 

• “What does it profit if, by specious and plausible means, we gather a whole lot of folk around us 
who are not converted to Christ at all, or are only half-baked, because we are afraid to turn the 
heat on them?  Let us have reality above all things in this business of pastoral work.” 

• “ … the truth is not the truth, however sound it be, if it is not made molten, fluid fire flowing into 
hearts by the living, present Spirit of Grace.” 

• “ … we are suffering from an evangelistic complex, an obsession with evangelism, which at its 
best is too fruitless.  At its worst it is sheer escape from the Christian responsibility to grow up 
and encourage others to grow up and make adult impacts upon the world.” 

• “ … many preachers would rather die than have people say they do not preach the Gospel.  So 
they churn out the same old message, which leaves Christian people untouched.” 

• “The devil always does a deadlier work through hardened Christians than through the 
unconverted, and gets far more diabolical pleasure from it, too.” 

• “The one thing I must do is keep the home fires burning.  I mean by that the fires of devotion and 
prayer in the hearts of the comparatively tiny nucleus of our people.” 

• “What great dangers there are in professionalism.” 
• “ … the personality of the one who ministers is not unimportant.” 
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• “Remember that the mighty effect of high explosives in quarries begins with boring tiny, long 
holes into rocks, and laying charges of terrific potential in them.” 

• “Only one thing kept me in my pulpit when all hell was let loose against me: it was the 
knowledge that God put me there, and there I had to stay until God took me out.” 

 
The Preacher and Preaching: Reviving the Art, Ed. Samuel T. Logan, Jr.: 
Introduction: Why Preach?, J. I. Packer: 

• “ … if their lines of thought do not require listeners to change in any way, they fall short of being 
preaching … ” 

• “ … preaching is essentially teaching plus application (invitation, direction, summons); where the 
plus is lacking something less than preaching occurs.  And many in the church have never 
experienced preaching in this full biblical sense of the word.” 

• “ … low expectations are self-fulfilling.  Most modern hearers have never been taught to expect much 
from sermons, and their habit is to relax at some time and wait to see if anything that the speakers 
says will interest them—‘grab them,’ as they might put it.  Today’s congregations and today’s 
preachers seem to be mostly at one in neither asking nor expecting that God will come to meet His 
people in the preaching, and so it is no wonder that this does not often happen … The direct result of 
our having become thus cool and blasé about preaching is that we look for little to happen through 
sermons, and we should not wonder that God deals with us according to our unbelief.” 

• “The purpose of preaching is to inform, persuade, and call forth an appropriate response to the 
God whose message and instruction are being delivered.” 

• “The perspective of preaching is always applicatory … Preaching is the practical communication 
of truth about God as it bears on our present existence.” 

• “Authority is also integral to the notion of what preaching is … Preaching that does not display 
divine authority, both in its content and in its manner, is not the substance, but only the shadow of 
the real thing.” 

• “Preaching mediates not only God’s authority, but also His presence and His power … Preaching 
effects an encounter not simply with truth, but with God Himself.” 

• “ … preaching the gospel—detecting sin and proclaiming God’s remedy … the expected effect of 
such prophecy was to create a sense of being in the presence of the God who was its subject 
matter, and of being searched and convicted by Him, and so being moved to humble oneself and 
worship Him.” 

• “ … preaching is an activity for which, and in which, the awareness of God’s powerful activity for 
which, and in which, the awareness of God’s powerful presence must be sought, and with which 
neither speaker nor hearers may allow themselves to be content when this awareness is lacking.” 

• “Preaching is teaching, first and foremost … it is teaching plus application … but it is never less 
than teaching … seeking unashamedly to change the way people think and live ...”  

• “It is the preacher’s privilege to declare the works of God and lead his hearers to praise God for 
them … Some have thought that what makes men into preachers is the desire to dominate, but 
what really animates them is a longing to glorify God and see others doing the same.” 

• “To be the human channel of Christ’s approach in this way is unquestionably a huge privilege, 
and no preacher can be blamed for feeling it so and making much of his role accordingly.” 

• “Preaching is … as all real preachers soon discover, an endless battle for truth and power, a battle 
that has to be fought afresh each time by watchfulness and prayer.” 

• “ … it is the way of real preachers to show themselves undaunted and unsinkable.” 
Chapter 2, “The Preacher and Piety”, Erroll Hulse: 

• “Preaching is not lecturing.” 
• “ … preaching … is a proclamation in the name of God and by the authority of His Word.” 
• “‘To me, asserts Professor Murray, ‘preaching without passion is not preaching at all.’” 

Chapter 4, “The Whole Man”, R.C. Sproul: 
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• “The preaching ministry requires strength.  That strength must be physical, emotional, 
intellectual, and spiritual.  The whole man must be a strong man if he is to survive the rigors of 
effective preaching.” 

• “It is possible, of course, to conserve energy while preaching by speaking in a monotone and 
squelching any temptation to be dynamic.  The added benefit of this style is to conserve the 
congregation’s energy as well, giving them the opportunity to catch up on their sleep.” 

• “Preaching calls forth an emotional response.  It is not merely an exercise in the transfer of 
information.  The pulpit is the setting for drama … We are speaking of dramatic truth, truth that 
shatters the soul, then brings healing and sends the human spirit soaring … The preacher doesn’t 
make the gospel dramatic—it already is.  To communicate the gospel dramatically is to fit 
preaching with the content.  Dispassionate preaching is a lie—it denies the content it conveys.” 

• “Drama in delivery is communicated by facial expression, bodily gestures, voice inflections, and 
above all the classic pattern of pause, punch, pause.” 

• “The pulpit is a place where the fear of God must be paramount.” 
• “A close link between the preacher and the Holy Spirit must be maintained for effective preaching.” 
• “ … the whole preacher must live his whole life coram deo.  He must study, practice, dress, labor, 

speak, in the presence of God.” 
Chapter 5, “The Phenomenology of Preaching”, Samuel T. Logan, Jr.: 

• “ … the preacher should aim at—a dynamic meeting of his congregation with the inviting, 
demanding Word of God, a meeting that confronts and interprets each member of that 
congregation anew.” 

• “Jesus’ first sermon contained both information and confrontation …” 
• “Jesus’ preaching might thus be classified as ‘performative discourse’ …” 
• “In announcing and accomplishing the arrival of the kingdom, Jesus was bringing truth and 

righteousness to bear on the human situation.  In some cases this new dramatic presence of the 
kingdom meant vindication … and in other cases it meant condemnation ... But in all cases, 
judgment was both heard and experienced by those to whom Jesus spoke.” 

• “The point is that something was actually happening when Jesus preached—the kingdom was 
arriving in His speaking; judgment was being accomplished in His preaching.” 

• “ … His announcement of the kingdom brings kingdom demands and opportunities immediately 
to bear on His listeners.” 

• “What seems most to have impressed those who heard the sermon was the authority with which 
Jesus delivered it … exousia … sheer power and intrinsic right … might and right are combined 
in His person …” 

• “His preaching was designed to confront His hearers with an authoritative new situation and to 
demand a response from them … That authority that belonged to Jesus, which was His by 
intrinsic right, that very authority He conferred upon His disciples. It was the authority both to 
speak and to do, to do by speaking.  Their language was to function analogously to Jesus’ own, 
bringing the kingdom to bear upon their hearers and thereby making disciples of all nations.  
Jesus’ concluding promise, that He would be with His disciples even to the end of the age, was 
meant to reinforce the authority they had in His name.  Because He was with them, they could 
speak and act with His authority.” 

• “ … real authority was being conveyed by Jesus to His followers … It is to the church that 
kingdom authority has been granted; individual preachers possess it as they speak on behalf of the 
church (which is, of course, what the ordination process is supposed to mean—it is the church’s 
recognition that the individual being ordained has the kingdom authority to speak to and for the 
church).” 

• “The biblical preacher must seek to build upon the objectively true facts about the kingdom and 
thus to bring Jesus’ authority directly and immediately to bear upon his congregation where they 
live … As he preaches with the authority that Jesus entrusted to His church, the preacher 
actualizes the kingdom in the midst of the people.” 
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• “ … biblical truth judges, challenges, confronts, and this must be the preacher’s ultimate aim as 
he speaks for his church and for his Lord.” 

• “ … the ultimate goal of any specific sermon must be understood in these terms: as bringing the 
authority of Jesus to bear upon one’s congregation in such a way as to elicit a response, a 
kingdom response (still recognizing and heartily affirming that it is the Holy Spirit who actually 
causes any such response) … the preacher should be seeking to actualize some aspect of Jesus’ 
kingdom authority for His people.” 

• “ … the preacher speaking with the authority of his Lord must seek to create sermonic situations 
in which love for Christ happens, in which hatred for sin happens, in which desire for the 
blessing of God happens, in which fear of the consequences of sin happens.” 

• “Jesus deserves our worship and adoration and praise, and that fact provides that motivation 
behind the preacher’s preaching and the congregation’s response.” 

• “The kingdom of heaven is at hand and biblical preaching both announces and furthers this fact.  
As he sees his task and his opportunity in relationship to the accomplishment of the rule of Jesus 
over His kingdom, the preacher can do no else than bring divine authority immediately to bear 
upon those who hear him.  And that, by the sovereign, gracious power of the Holy Spirit, is the 
phenomenology of preaching.” 

Chapter 12, “Application”, John F. Bettler: 
• “ … preaching is application … Application, no matter how skillfully structured or helpfully 

delivered must never be viewed as an ‘add-on.’  It is not a skill to be developed merely as part of 
a good preaching repertoire. It is not the frosting. It is rather the cake.” 

• “Preaching is concerned with life.  Until the preacher has that vision, sees his task in that light, 
and structures his sermons by that rule, he is not preaching.” 

• “John A. Broadus gives a more satisfying definition: ‘The application in a sermon is not merely 
an appendage to the discussion or a subordinate part of it, but is the main thing to be done.  
Spurgeon says, “Where the application begins, there the sermon begins.”  We are not to speak 
before the people but to them and must earnestly strive to make them take to themselves what we 
say.  Daniel Webster once said and repeated it with emphasis, “When a man preaches to me, I 
want him to make it a personal matter, a personal matter, a personal matter!”’” 

Chapter 14, “Powerful Preaching”, Geoffrey Thomas: 
• “Every sermon is to be accompanied by divine power if it is to be a true proclamation of the 

Word of God.  Is it not as sinful to preach the Scriptures powerlessly as it is to misrepresent them 
by false exegesis?” 

• “Why doesn’t our preaching reflect the power of that Word?” 
• “What characterized the preaching of Martyn Lloyd-Jones, of C. H. Spurgeon, of John Wesley, of 

George Whitefield, of the Puritans, of the Reformers, of the church fathers, of the apostles, and of 
the prophets?  Why were their ministries so owned of God that many were converted as they 
heard them?  Certainly one thing characterized every one of them: their preaching was immensely 
searching, reaching the deepest recesses of men’s hearts.” 

• “That sword is more akin to the surgeon’s scalpel, and the physicians of the Word must cut deep.” 
• “Peter never allowed these people to think they were observers, or members of a jury, or that they 

were to pass judgment upon him and his words.  Rather he opened their guilt and sin to them as 
they had never seen it before … Peter was not brandishing the sword as a performer in some 
brilliant exhibition of sword play.  He was thrusting that sword relentlessly into their hearts, and 
he would not stop while they rejected the Lord Jesus.” 

• “ … why, if the Word of God is life and power, are we seeing such evident weakness in the 
professing church … because of a lack of discriminatory (“phenomenological”) preaching of that 
Word, preaching like that of Peter at Pentecost.  He spoke directly to the consciences of men.  He 
named their sin, held out threat of God’s punishment, and would not be silent until they began to 
ask what they had to do.” 
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• “Our preaching will never approach the power of Peter’s at Pentecost unless we too put our heads 
through the gates of hell and tell the people that they are not ready to die, that they are unprepared 
for the great judgment, that soon these gates will close upon them in death, and that then there 
will be no offers of grace, because sinners do not know it.” 

• “What do the New Testament Christians ask for so often? What do we need in our lives and 
ministries?  It is boldness … One reason why the gates of hell are not falling before the church is 
our lack of boldness in preaching.  We are not discriminating between Christian and non 
Christian; our terminology and application are too general.  We are not wielding the sword of the 
Spirit, but the baton of a conductor.” 

• “Applicatory preaching is that which shows the difference between obedience and disobedience 
in the Christian …” 

• “In applicatory preaching, the implications of Christian discipleship are made very plain in order 
to distinguish between believers who are walking in the spirit and those who in some area of their 
lives are walking in the flesh.” 

• “Preaching that lacks application is the bane of the modern Reformed pulpit … There is no more 
common cause of ineffective ministry than a failure in applicatory preaching.” 

• “The church has the right to look to its leaders for strength.” 
• “Faith gives boldness and has its own eloquence.” 
• “At the core of the matter is a crisis of faith.  We, unlike men of faith, such as Peter and Paul, do 

not seem really to believe that men are on the broad road to destruction.” 
• “What then is the heart of gospel proclamation? … to show men their need of Jesus Christ.  The 

preacher’s task is to make a person aware of the seriousness of sin.” 
• “It was when Bunyan’s Pilgrim felt the weight of the burden he carried that he realized how great 

was his need of deliverance.” 
• “No one comes to Christ unless he has been made consciously aware of his need of Him.  It is the 

great task of the preacher to show to men their state as it is before God, to pursue them from 
every refuge in which they hide, to persuade them that a holy God takes their actions and 
thoughts so seriously that He knows their every deviation from His will and intends to hold them 
accountable.  This is the bedrock of powerful preaching, that men are in need of Christ because of 
their sin.  Where has there ever been powerful preaching that muted the divine diagnosis and the 
plight of every man?  … proclaiming faith in Christ means showing sinners how perfectly the 
Lord meets their needs.” 

 
John Piper, The Supremacy of God in Preaching: 

• “My guess is that one great reason why people sometimes doubt the abiding value of God-
centered preaching is because they have never heard any.” 

• “Cotton Mather ... said, ‘The great design and intention of the office of a Christian preacher [is] 
to restore the throne and dominion of God in the souls of men.’” 

• “When the kingdom is a treasure, submission is a pleasure … the goal of preaching is the glory of 
God reflected in the glad submission of the human heart.” 

• Jonathan Edwards preached, “If a minister has light without heat, and entertains his [hearers] with 
learned discourses, without a savour of the power of godliness, or any appearance of fervency of 
spirit, and zeal for God and the good of souls, he may gratify itching ears, and fill the heads of his 
people with empty notions; but it will not be very likely to teach their hearts, or save their souls.” 

• John Mason on why Chalmers was so effective: “It is his blood-earnestness.” 
• “The very first thing Sprague mentions in his chapter on the means of producing and promoting 

revivals is seriousness.” 
• “Good preaching gives the impression that something very great is at stake.  With [Jonathan] 

Edwards’s view of the reality of heaven and hell … eternity was at stake every Sunday.” 
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• “Lack of intensity in preaching can only communicate that the preacher does not believe or has 
never been seriously gripped by the reality of which he speaks—or that the subject matter is 
insignificant.” 

• In John Gillies’s introduction to Historical Collections of Accounts of Revival, Horatius Bonar 
described the kind of preachers God used to awaken His church: “Everything they did and spoke 
bore the stamp of earnestness … Their preaching seems to have been of the most masculine and 
fearless kind, falling on the audience with tremendous power.” 

 
Dennis Prutow, So Pastor, What’s Your Point: 

• Preaching is God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - communicating His truth in our world to 
people in the pews through human instruments in order to change their thinking, bridle their 
emotions, and alter their wills for the purpose of converting sinners, sanctifying saints, and 
preparing people for heaven. 

• “Passion is emotion, enthusiasm, and force.  Controlled passion, emotion, enthusiasm, and force 
should be part of your preaching style.” 

• “The second indispensable quality of style is force or energy.” 
• “ … preachers denote force in various ways such as: a soul aflame, animation, authority, blood 

earnestness, conviction, eloquence, energy, enthusiasm, fervor, intensity, magnetism, passion, 
gifts of preaching, spiritual passion, unction, urgency, or vigor.” 

• “The preacher is not called to be speculative but authoritative.” 
• “The expression of a range of emotions is the natural outgrowth of truth burning in the soul and 

presented in a forceful penetrating style.” 
• J. W. Alexander speaks of Thomas Chalmers’ “thunder of … delivery”. 
• Ian Hamilton spoke of his soul being most gripped by James Philip’s “‘blood-earnestness’, more 

than anything else, that made such an indelible impression on me.” 
 
W.G.T. Shedd, Homiletics and Pastoral Theology: 
Chapter 3, “Fundamental Properties of Style”: 

• “The fundamental properties of good discourse … primary and indispensable characteristics are 
reducible to three: vis. Plainness, force, and beauty.” 

• “The second property of style which should receive attention is force.  This characteristic in 
discourse renders it penetrative.” 

• “Force is power manifested,--power streaming out in all directions, and from every pore of the 
mind … It originates in truth itself, and partakes of its nature; it does not spring ultimately from 
the energy of the human mind, but from the power of ideas and principles.” 

• “The oratorical power of the preacher depends upon his recipiency; upon his contemplation of those 
ideas and doctrines which the Supreme Mind has communicated to the created and dependent spirit 
… Hence the preacher’s first duty, in respect to the property of style under consideration, is to 
render himself a biblical student … A truly mighty sacred orator is ‘mighty in the Scriptures.’” 

• “The preacher is a herald, and his function is proclamation.” 
• “ … biblical truth is more living and energetic than any other species … the ministry itself has 

been too much occupied with eulogizing the Scriptures.” 
• “There cannot be, and as a matter of fact there never has been, any vivid and electrical discourse 

in the Christian pulpit, when the preacher has denied or doubted the truth of the revealed 
representations of God’s nature and man’s character.” 

• “The principal quality of forcible style, and that which first strikes our attention, is penetration.  
While listening to a speaker of whom this property is a characteristic, our minds seemed to be 
pricked as with needles, and pierced as with javelins.  His thoughts cut through the more dull and 
apathetic parts into the quick, and produce a keen sensation.  Force is electrical; it permeates and 
thrills.  A speaker destitute of energy never produces such a peculiar sensation as this.  He may 
please by the even flow of his descriptions and narrations, and by the elegance of his general 
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method and style, but our feeling is merely that of complacency.  We are conscious of a quiet 
satisfaction as we listen, and of a soft and tranquil mental pleasure as he closes, but of nothing 
more.  He has not cut sharply into the heart of his subject, and consequently he has not cut sharply 
into the heart of his hearer.  The principal, perhaps the sole, cause of the success of the radical 
orator of the present day with his audience, is his force.  He is a man of one lone idea; and if this 
happens to be a great and fundamental one, as it sometimes does, it is apprehended upon one of its 
sides only.  As a consequence, he is an intense man—a forcible man.  His utterances penetrate.” 

• “It is this penetrating quality, then, which renders discourse effective.  And the preacher is the 
man, above all men, who should be characterized by it, if the theory which we have laid down 
respecting the origin of power is the true one.” 

• “The energy must display itself through every fibre and the whole fabric.  The sermon should 
throb with a robust life.  But it will not, until the preacher has inhaled into his own intellect the 
energy and intensity of revealed ideas, and then has dared to strip away from the matter in which 
this force is embodied, everything that impedes its working.” 

Chapter 10, “The Matter, Manner, and Spirit of Preaching”: 
• “The preacher has much to learn from the legal profession … He is generally an earnest and direct 

man.  He may be somewhat diffuse and circuitous in his representations, but it will be found that, in 
the end, he comes round to his case, and makes everything bear upon the verdict which he desires 
… He, too, ought to be marked by great energy and simplicity of aim.” 

• “ … in respect to the manner in which the preacher is to address the popular mind, upon these 
fundamental truths of Christianity, he ought to use great directness of style and speech.  Clear, 
evangelical ideas favour lucid, earnest style.” 

• “ … a tendency to a direct, terse, vigorous mode of handling subjects, reacts upon the theological 
opinions of the preacher, and favours intensity and positiveness in his doctrinal views.  
Wordsworth, in conversing upon the style of a certain writer, which was peculiar and striking, 
remarked: ‘To be sure, it is the manner that gives him his power …’” 

• “ … the rhetorician of an earnest and natural type is driven, by his very idea of style, to those 
themes of sin, guilt, judgment, atonement, grace, and eternal glory, which constitute the substance 
of Christianity, and are full of immortal vigour and power.  As the preacher goes forth to speak … 
to his fellow-immortals, upon the awful themes of eternity, let him weigh well every word he 
utters, and make it the direct exponent of a vivid and earnest thought.  He lives in an age more 
inclined to sentiment than to ideas.” 

• “Let him pay special attention, therefore, to his own manner. He should be a plain, direct, terse, 
and bold orator.  He must employ the rhetoric which Jael used upon Sisera, putting his nail to the 
head of his auditor, and driving it sheer and clear thorough his brain.” 

• “ … speak the truth in love. An affectionate spirit is the type and the model for the Christian herald.” 
• “The preacher’s lucid energy, for example, unless tempered by a tender affectionateness, may issue in 

an exasperating vehemence that defeats all the ends of preaching, and renders it impossible to 
‘persuade’ men to become reconciled to God, or even to ‘beseech’ them to become so.   The preacher, 
then, must cultivate in himself a genuine and sincere affection for man as man, for man as sinful and 
lost, and for God as the blessed and adorable Saviour of man.” 

• “We love the soul of man, and are willing to toil and suffer for its welfare, when we are melted 
down in gratitude and affection because we have ourselves been forgiven.” 

• “The immediate intuition of the great Atonement arms the preacher with a wonderful tenderness 
and power of entreaty.” 

• “Christianity is not so much in need of apologetic as of aggressive efforts.” 
• “The Christian herald should go forth with faith and hope, remembering that the gospel of the Son 

of God is the only system that is not subject to fashions and changes … Why should he not be 
courageous ... Why should he not be the boldest and most commanding of orators, when he 
remembers, still more, that the gospel of the Son of God is the only system of truth, for whose 
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triumph the Eternal One is pledged?  He hath sworn by himself, and the word has gone out of his 
mouth in righteousness, and shall not return: ‘Unto Him every knee shall bow.’” 

 
Horatius Bonar, God's Way of Holiness: 
• "Not to take any side strongly is no evidence of a large soul or a great purpose.  It is generally an 

indication of littleness." 
• "The religion of both Old and New Testament is marked by fervent outspoken testimonies against evil.” 
 
John R.W. Stott, Between Two Worlds: The Art of Preaching in the Twentieth Century: 
Chapter 7, “Sincerity and Earnestness”: 

• “The practice of preaching cannot be divorced from the person of the preacher.” 
• Quoting Phillips Brooks, “Preaching is the bringing of truth through personality.” 
• “It is certainly inconceivable that a preacher could remain unmoved by what he preaches.” 
• “A strangely fascinating power is exerted by those who are utterly sincere.” 
• Quoting John Poulton: “The most effective preaching comes from those who embody the things 

they are saying.  They are their message …” 
• “Earnestness is deep feeling, and is indispensable to preachers.” 
• “Every serious attempt to communicate requires us to put feeling into it … it has been a regular 

complaint in many Christian traditions that the pulpit offers preaching without feeling.” 
• “ … to handle issues of eternal life and death as if we are discussing nothing more serious than the 

weather, and to do so in a listless and lackadaisical manner, is to be inexcusably frivolous.” 
• “Earnestness is the quality of Christians who care.” 
• Quoting Broadus on Richard Baxter’s preaching: “his tremendous earthshaking earnestness.” 
• Quoting Richard Baxter’s poem, “Love Breathing Thanks and Praise”: “I preached as never sure 

to preach again, And as a dying man to dying men!” 
• Quoting Richard Baxter’s The Reformed Pastor: “I seldom come out of the pulpit but my 

conscience smiteth me that I have been no more serious and fervent … Should’st not thou cry 
aloud and show them their transgressions, and entreat and beseech them as for life and death? …  
How few ministers do preach with all their might?  … preaching for men’s salvation should be 
done with all our might – that the people can feel us preach when they hear us.” 

• “ … topic and tone, matter and manner must match one another … A congregation learns the 
seriousness of the gospel by the seriousness with which their pastor expounds it … earnestness of 
manner is one of the surest ways of arousing and holding people’s attention.” 

• Quoting Spurgeon’s ninth lecture to his students, entitled, “Attention!”: “Have something to say, 
and say it earnestly, and the congregation will be at your feet.” 

• Quoting Spurgeon: “much heavenly fire … even fanaticism is to be preferred to indifference … Give 
us more of the speech which comes of a burning heart, as lava comes of a volcanic overflow …” 

• “What interests people, [J. W. Alexander] says, is ‘argument made red-hot’.” 
• Quoting G. Campbell Morgan: “I cannot personally understand that man not being swept 

sometimes right out of himself by the fire and the force and the fervor of his work.” 
• Quoting Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones: 

o From Preaching and Preachers, “What is preaching? … Logic on fire!  … It is theology on 
fire … Preaching is theology coming through a man who is on fire.” 

o From The Christian Warfare, “We are so decorous, we are so controlled, we do everything 
with such decency and order that there is no life, there is no warmth, there is no power!  But 
that is not New Testament Christianity.” 

• “Fire in preaching depends on fire in the preacher, and this in turn comes from the Holy Spirit.” 
• “Some preachers serve out excellent theology from the pulpit, but it seems to have come out of 

the freezer.” 
• “ … preaching can never be isolated from the preacher.  Ultimately it is who he is that determines 

both what he says and how he says it.” 
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Chapter 8: “Courage and Humility”: 
• “There is an urgent need for courageous preachers in the pulpits of the world today, like the 

apostles in the early Church who ‘were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God 
with boldness’. (Acts 4:31, cf. v. 13) Neither men-pleasers nor time-servers ever make good 
preachers.  We are called to the sacred task of biblical exposition, and commissioned to proclaim 
what God has said, not what human beings want to hear.” 

• “The medicine of the gospel has been prescribed by the Good Physician; we may neither dilute it 
nor add ingredients to make it more palatable; we must serve it neat.  Nor need we fear that 
people will not take it. To be sure, some may leave, but most will respond.  ‘People are driven 
from the Church,’ commented George Buttrick, ‘not so much by stern truth that makes them 
uneasy as by weak nothings that make them contemptuous’.” 

• “‘Courage,’ said Phillips Brooks … , ‘ … is the indispensable requisite of any true ministry … If 
you are afraid of men and a slave to their opinion, go and do something else … do not keep on all 
your life preaching sermons which shall say not what God sent you to declare, but what they hire 
you to say.  Be courageous.  Be independent.’” 

• “Truly, ‘the fear of man lays a snare’ (Prov. 29:25), and many preachers get caught in it.  But once 
ensnared, we are no longer free; we have become the obsequious servants of public opinion.” 

• “ … John the Baptist, whom Jesus characterized as neither a reed blown by public opinion, nor a 
soft-living courtier indulging the desires of the flesh, but a true prophet, controlled by the Word 
of God, indeed as the greatest man who had yet lived. (Matt. 11:7-11)” 

• “Jesus himself gained a reputation for fearless and uncompromising speech … (Matt. 22:16) It is 
small wonder, then, that his Galilean popularity lasted only a year or so, and that the hostility of 
the authorities increased until they determined to do away with him.  At the same time, he warned 
his followers that the disciple was not greater than his teacher, and that if the teacher was 
persecuted, the disciples would be also.  And so it happened … a direct consequence of the 
parresia, the freedom and boldness of speech, or outspokenness, with which those early 
Christians bore witness to Jesus.” 

• “This tradition of courageous witness and consequent suffering, in the Old and New Testaments, 
by prophets and apostles and by the Lord of both, is consistent and unremitting.  It established a 
pattern which has continued throughout Church history. A few examples may be given as 
illustration, to inspire us with the readiness to follow suit, and to cure us of the perverse ambition 
to be a ‘popular preacher’ …  
o “Chrysostom … bravely denounced the vices of the city, and ‘rebuked without fear or favor all 

classes and conditions of men’ … Take, for instance, his seventeenth homily on Matthew’s Gospel 
… ‘If I see you persisting … , I will forbid you for the future to set foot on this sacred threshold, 
and partake of the immortal mysteries … Let me have no rich man, no potentate, puffing at me 
here, and drawing up his eyebrows; all these are to me a fable, a shade, a dream.’” 

o “John Wycliffe … He attacked the worldliness of the clergy, likening them to the scribes and 
Pharisees, the corruptions of the papacy and the errors of transubstantiation.” 

o “Martin Luther … Open his published works at random, and on almost every page may be 
found examples of uncompromising outspokenness.  As he put it in his commentary on the 
Sermon on the Mount, ‘I am a preacher. I have to have teeth in my mouth.  I have to bite and 
salt and tell them the truth.’  Again, ‘Whoever wants to do his duty as a preacher and perform 
his office faithfully must retain the freedom to tell the truth fearlessly, regardless of other 
people.  He must denounce anyone that needs to be denounced – great or small, rich or poor 
or powerful, friend or foe.  Greed refuses to do this, for it is afraid that if it offends the 
bigwigs or its good friends, it will be unable to find bread.  So greed puts its whistle into its 
pocked and keeps quiet …’” 

o “John Knox … had a fiery disposition and a vehement way of speaking … his audacious 
biblical preaching put new heart into the Scots … The Queen was deeply offended, sent for 
him, protested, burst into tears, and vowed that she would get her revenge. Knox replied, 
‘Without … the preaching place, Madam, I think few have occasion to be offended at me; but 
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there, Madam, I am not master of myself, but maun [sc. Must] obey him who commands me 
to speak plain, and to flatter no flesh upon the face of the earth.’ … The Regent (the Earl of 
Morton) said at his grave, ‘Here lies one who never feared the face of man.’” 

• “Preachers continued to maintain a brave witness in the following three centuries and to suffer for 
it … Here to there have been courageous preachers, who have refused to edit their message in 
order to make it more popular.” 

• “So consistent is this tradition of unpopular preaching, both in Scripture and in Church history, and 
so contrary to the preacher’s natural inclination to be popular, and to comfort people rather than 
disturb them, that we are prompted to enquire into its origin.  We do not have far to look.  The only 
possible explanation is that preachers like prophets believe themselves to be bearers of a Word from 
God and are therefore not at liberty to deviate from it.” 

• “Israel’s false prophets refused the discipline of submitting to revelation, and the loss of liberty 
this entailed … The tragedy was that their dreams and visions were ‘vain hopes’, the fantasy of 
peace in place of the reality of judgment.  To be sure, this was what the people wanted to hear … 
Israel preferred the comfort of lies to the disturbance of truth.  And alas! the false prophets were 
glad, even eager, to oblige.” 

• “The situation is made worse for preachers who are seeking courage to be faithful to God’s Word by 
the fact that they find themselves alienated not only from the people but from other preachers as well.” 

• “The fact is that the authentic gospel of the New Testament remains extremely offensive to 
human pride, and nobody who preaches it faithfully can expect to escape at least some degree of 
opposition … Only at the cross can God be known.  And this is doubly offensive to men and 
women of culture.  They resent the exclusiveness of the Christian claim, and even more the 
humiliation implicit in it.” 

• “Preachers cannot … escape the duty of disturbing the complacent.” 
• “If we are faithful in our preaching about ‘sin, righteousness, and judgment’, we must at the same 

time be careful to avoid any imbalance … The more we feel it necessary, especially in days of 
moral laxity, to dwell on the judgment of God upon sin, the more we need also to dwell on his 
mercy towards sinners … It is true that some need to be disturbed from their complacency, but 
others need above all else the comfort of God’s love.” 

• “Somehow then we have to strike the balance, and need to pray for sensitivity if we are to succeed 
in doing it. Chad Walsh … gave an excellent definition of preaching … , ... ‘the true function of a 
preacher is to disturb the comfortable and to comfort the disturbed’ … John Newton ... ‘to break a 
hard heart and to heal a broken heart.’ … It is this combination which seems so rare.” 

• “Every preacher needs to be both a Boanerges (having the courage to disturb) and a Barnabas 
(having the charity to console).” 

• “ … we need the humility to submit to the Word of God.” 
• “The Christian preacher is to be neither a speculator who invents new doctrines which please him, 

nor an editor who excises old doctrines which displease him, but a steward, God’s steward, 
dispensing faithfully to God’s household the truths committed to him in the Scriptures, nothing 
more, nothing less and nothing else.” 

Epilogue: Citing Jer. 17:16 and 2 Cor. 2:17; 12:19, “ … we preach in the sight and the hearing of God … 
Nothing will more quickly rid us of laziness and coldness, of hypocrisy, cowardice and pride than the 
knowledge that God sees, hears, and takes account.” 
 
“Holy Communion in the Theology of John Knox”, by Glen J. Clary, in the Confessional 
Presbyterian, Volume 7, 2011:  “The effect of his preaching was profound.  One contemporary described 
it as follows: ‘His voice, thundering from the pulpit, was able, in one hour, to put more life in us than 500 
trumpets continually blustering in our ears.'” 
 
“John Knox and Preaching The Gospel”, Banner of Truth, June-August 2011, Hugh M. Cartwright: 
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• James Melville’s description of John Knox preaching in St Andrews in 1571:  “…when he entered 
to application he made me so [thrill] and tremble, that I could not hold a pen to write … he was so 
active and vigorous that he was like to ding the pulpit in blads … and fly out of it.” 

• William Taylor suggests that the pulpit “was the glass which focused all his powers into a point and 
quickened them into an intensity which kindled everything it touched. It … gave fiery energy to his 
utterances . . . he had the feeling that he was called of God to be faithful, and that lifted him entirely 
out of himself … his words went in to men; like these modern missiles which burst within the 
wounds which they have made, so his words exploded within the hearts of those who received them 
and set them on fire with convictions that flamed forth in conduct. It was apparently impossible for 
anyone to listen to him without being moved either to antagonism or to agreement, or – for he could 
be tender also – to tears.” 

• As M‘Crie puts it, “Preaching was the employment in which he delighted … and by the happy art 
of applying [the Scriptures] in the most striking manner to the existing circumstances of the 
Church and of his hearers. His powers of alarming the conscience and arousing the passions have 
been frequently celebrated, but he excelled also in unfolding the consolations of the gospel and in 
calming the breasts of those who were agitated by a sense of guilt or suffering under the ordinary 
afflictions of life. When he discoursed of the griefs and joys, the conflicts and triumphs, of 
genuine Christians, he described what he had himself known and experienced.” 

• “It appears that Knox forgot himself in his message, or his message took such possession of him 
that it affected the manner of his preaching. Taylor uses the expression 'sermon-possessed' and 
suggests that when a man is possessed by what he is saying, as Knox so obviously was, 'without 
any consciousness on his part of what he is doing, it speaks through him – that is, not through his 
words only, but through his entire personality – and bears him along as with an overflowing flood'.” 

 
Charles Jefferson, Quiet Hints to Growing Preachers: 

• “Christ thrusts a cross into man’s face and holds it there.” 
• “What can organized Christianity accomplish unless its leaders are stalwart and tough?” 
• “It is not a diploma which proves a man’s right to be a preacher, but a spiritual temper and a 

moral stamina like unto those of the Apostles.” 
• “The world to-day needs young men equipped to preach the Gospel, but it does not want them.” 
• “Sheep like to be fed.  They never resist.  When repeatedly fed by the same shepherd they will 

follow him withersoever he leads them.” 
• “Many a man has complained bitterly of the foolishness and stubbornness of his sheep, who 

would have had no trouble had he only placed the feeding before the shearing.” 
• “Civilization is built on the principle that the chief end of man is to please.” 
• “A preacher is a leader of thought.” 
• “ … the minister as leader of God’s people must often do what the Man of Galilee did, shock the 

sensibilities of the pious by tearing old traditions to tatters.” 
• “Silence is often the coward’s cave.” 
• “All virtues when pushed too far degenerate into vices.  Excessive boldness is recklessness, and 

recklessness wrecks a church … the human heart cannot live on anathemas.” 
• “A congregation is composed of pupils in various stages of development, and the wise preacher 

remembers this in the preparation of his sermons.” 
• “Preachers are not ordained to preach to golden ages but to ages of stone and bronze and iron.” 
• “It is for his people that the true preacher lives and labors.” 
• “‘The church exists,’ as Newman says, ‘not to make a show but to do a work.’” 
• “The Gospel from many a pulpit goes forth void because proclaimed by too small a man.” 
• “Let the preacher speak right on with full momentum till he stops.” 
• “Many a man in trying to be a jolly, good fellow has abdicated his position as leader of the higher 

life of his parish.” 
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• “His language should be what John Milton said the best poetry ought to be, simple, sensuous, and 
impassioned.” 

• “The most influential preachers are not those most talked about but those whose words go deepest 
into the consciences and hearts of men.” 

 
David Jackman, “What’s So Special About Preaching?” (Proclamation Trust Message): 

• “Faithful teaching ministries harden as well as soften hearts. This is why well-taught churches 
can seem suddenly to collapse when a faithful ministry comes to an end. There has been tacit 
resistance alongside positive acceptance.” 

• “Biblical ministry is hated by the world because it reveals sin and unmasks hypocrisy.” 
• “In a culture which finds it hard to cope with seriousness, there is a distaste and distrust of 

anything which sounds earnest.” 
• “‘Preach the Word’ has become ‘Explain the Bible’. There is a difference.” 
• “Application should constantly focus on the place and person of Jesus Christ … ” 
• “Application should constantly search the hearts and consciences of the hearers—it must “come 

home” in a penetrating way and personally to as many as possible in the congregation.” 
• “The good tidings of the preacher [in Romans 10:14-16 quoting Isaiah 52:7], the peace and 

salvation that he publishes, are boiled down into one sentence: ‘Your God Reigns!’” 
 
Erik Raymond, “Delayed Adolescence in the Church” (www.ordinarypastor.com): 

• “This is the pastor’s job. In the presence of the judge (Christ Jesus) before God, preach or herald 
the word of God. This is not optional. It is not up to the pastor’s creative bent or personal desire. His 
job (if he is faithful 2 Tim. 4.8) then he will preach this word. Not about the word, around the word, 
from the word…no, he will preach the word.” 
• “If men do not do this then people with itching ears will accumulate teachers who will bring their 
own doctrine. See everyone has doctrine or teaching. Some of it is just bad and others is good. Those 
who do not want sound (clean, good, pure) doctrine will clamor for their own stuff. They will get 
teachers to give it to them. This is where a lot of our churches are. The pastor is giving the people 
what he thinks they need. However, his understanding of what they need is what he thinks they can 
handle or what they seem to want. What is not considered here is what God wants or what the Holy 
Spirit can handle.” 
• “We have a situation today where many evangelical churches are woefully anemic. They are 
malnourished and the people are eating spiritual Gerbers. Why? Because the pastor is not giving them 
what they need.” 
• “Just as many parents are, in the name of love, aiding and abetting their kid’s delayed 
adolescence so too many pastors are doing the same for their parishioners.” 
• “If pastors want to see their members grow and break the cycle of prolonged spiritual adolescence 
in churches then we have got to belly up to the table and do what God says. Otherwise it is selfish, 
unloving and insubordinate to God.” 
• “If God is going to bring revival in churches then he is going to do it the way he always has: via 
preaching of the Word of God.” 

 
Feed My Sheep: A Passionate Plea for Preaching, Don Kistler, Gen. Editor: 
Chapter 1, “The Primacy of Preaching”, Albert Mohler, Jr.: 

• “It seems that the more faithful one is in preaching, the more trouble one encounters … Conflict 
and controversy … tend to be correlated to faithfulness in preaching.” 

• “ … if you are at peace with the world, you have abdicated your calling … To put it straight: you 
have been bought!  If there is no controversy in your ministry, there is probably very little content 
to your preaching.” 

• “ … if you preach the gospel, you just might discover that it is not quite so popular … true 
preaching often leads to a riot.” 
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• “The gospel, according to the Apostle Paul, is not simply offered to us on a platter for our 
convenience, our investigation, or our tasting.  It is thrown at us like hot, blazing rocks, spewing 
forth from the crater of a volcano.” 

• “ … Paul … believed in admonishing … it means to get in the face.” 
• “ … the preacher is to expose error and to reveal sin … it will be unavoidable as you preach the 

Word.  It is simply there in the text.” 
Chapter 2, “The Foolishness of Preaching”, James Montgomery Boice: 

• “ … the Holy Spirit has a way of applying the Word forcefully.  That is the way He brings about 
conversions.” 

• “We are all anxious to please.  One reason why we have such a dearth of leadership in our age is 
that those who could and should be leaders are so anxious to please people, their constituency or 
their superiors, that they are afraid to lead and so become paralyzed … there is no choice for the 
one who claims to be a servant of the Most High.  We must please God!” 

Chapter 4, “The Lasting Power of Reformed Experiential Preaching”, Joel Beeke: 
• “Experiential preaching … aims to apply divine truth to the whole range of the believer’s 

personal experience as well as in his relationships with family, the church, and the world around 
him.” 

• “Experimental preaching is discriminatory preaching. It clearly defines the difference between a 
Christian and non-Christian, opening the kingdom of heaven to one and shutting it against the 
other … Such preaching teaches that unless our religion is experiential, we will perish …” 

• “It applies the text to every aspect of a listener’s life, promoting a religion that is truly a power 
and not mere form (2 Timothy 3:5).  Robert Burns defined such religion as ‘Christianity brought 
home to men’s business and bosoms’ …” 

• “The Word of God is too often preached in a way that will not transform listeners because it fails 
to discriminate and fails to apply.” 

• “A minister who only presents the grammatical and historical meaning of God’s Word may be 
lecturing or discoursing, but he isn’t preaching.  The Word must also be applied.” 

• “We must preach about the fruits of grace that distinguish true belief from counterfeit 
Christianity.” 

• “As one Puritan wrote, ‘We must go with the stick of divine truth and beat every bush behind 
which a sinner hides, until, like Adam who hid, he stands before God in his nakedness.’” 

Chapter 5, “The Teaching Preacher”, R.C. Sproul: 
• “Take away assertions, and you take away Christianity.” 
• “Luther said … that before God will allow people to experience the sweetness and joy of heaven, 

He first dangles them, as it were, over the pit of hell so that they can see what their estate would 
be apart from the gospel.” 

Chapter 7, “Preaching to the Heart”, Sinclair Ferguson: 
• “ … just as he is an open book in the sight of God, similarly the preacher lays open the integrity 

of his life to the consciences and hearts of his hearers as thought he were a letter to be read by 
them …” 

• “ … preaching to the heart is intended to produce: inner prostration of the hearts of our listeners 
through a consciousness of the presence and the glory of God.” 

• “Reformation biblical exposition made God great and man bow down.  By contrast, much modern 
preaching seems to have as its goal making man feel great, even if God Himself has to bow down.  
So a leading characteristic of preaching to the heart will be the humbling, indeed, the prostration 
of hearts before the majesty of God on high.” 

• “ … preaching which leaves its hearers with melted hearts.” 
• “Sadly, some of our preaching carries with it the atmosphere of being ‘about the Bible’ rather 

than conveying a sense that here the Bible is speaking, and indeed God Himself is speaking.” 
• “Only the preaching of grace can open the sinful heart.” 
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• “We need to return to a true preaching to the heart, rooted in the principle of grace and focused on 
the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

• “ … the personalities of the preachers of the cross must be marked by the cross.” 
Chapter 8, “Preaching with Authority”, Don Kistler: 

• “It is to be feared that we have far too many scribes and Pharisees in pulpits today.  They do not 
preach with authority and the people are not amazed—amused, perhaps, but not amazed.  
Nowadays preachers make suggestions; they do not preach with authority.” 

• “ … the preachers of old preached with authority.  They preached, ‘Thus saith the Lord.’  We 
have lost that today, I’m afraid.” 

• “Preach in the command mode …” 
• “Your calling hasn’t changed because the group dynamics of your congregation has changed!  

You don’t change just because they don’t like it!  You are preaching to please the Lord, not your 
people!  Your calling is from Him; it is His approval that matters.” 

• “We can preach with authority because Christ has given us that authority.” 
• “Pastors must deliver God’s Word to His people in such a manner that the majesty and authority 

of it is preserved.” 
• “The people love it when no one is in charge.  They love it when the pastor is on the same level 

as they are.  They love it when they share; they don’t love it when pastors preach.” 
• “Any other time of a man’s life, he is on the same level as his people are; but when he mounts the 

pulpit, he becomes something else entirely.  A preacher is just a sinner saved by grace.  But, like 
everything else, when God sets a common thing apart for a sacred use, it is for that time no longer 
a common thing.” 

• “Too often preachers give their people the impression that all they need to do is think about what 
has been said.  How many times have you heard: ‘Well, pastor, you’ve given me a lot to think 
about.’ Fine, think about it and then do it.” 

• “Preachers must preach for conviction and change.  No one ought ever to leave a sermon without 
having a very real sense that there is something in their lives they need to do something about.  
They may say, ‘I’m not going to do that!’  But they ought never to leave a sermon saying, ‘I don’t 
know what I’m supposed to do with that information.’ Shame on ministers if they do!” 

• “ … any authority ministers have is a granted or delegated authority … a minister cannot imitate 
[Christ’s] authority, but he can imitate His zeal, His boldness.” 

• “ … the people … will develop a greater confidence in the Word when it is preached with 
conviction and authority!  May God once again raise up a generation of godly preachers who will 
declare His Word with all the authority that is inherent in it because of its Author.” 

Chapter 10, “Preaching to Suffering People”, John Piper: 
• “Preaching is expository exultation.” 
• “ … in the pulpit … our boldness must be brokenhearted boldness … our courage must be a 

contrite and lowly courage … we must be tender contenders for the truth.  If we are brash and 
harsh and cocky and clever, we may win a hearing with angry and pugnacious people, but we will 
drive away those who suffer.” 

• “Our aim in preaching is not to help our people feel treasured, but to help them treasure God.” 
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